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The Microenterprise Assistance Program (MAP) 

provides eligible participants with education, 

technical assistance, and access to business 

loans.

MAP targets entrepreneurs interested in starting 

and owning their own business.  Prospective 

entrepreneurs must be at least 18 years of age.  

Owners of existing microenterprises are eligible 

if they wish to expand their business.

Since space and funding for the program are 

limited, selection will be competitive, based on 

eligibility, completion of the MAP Application, 

and follow-up interviews.

What is MAP?

Entrepreneurship Training

The 12-week evening educational program covers 

all aspects of operating a small business.

Individual Technical Assistance and 

Business Plan Development

Each entrepreneur/microenterprise accepted into 

the program can be assigned one or more technical 

consultants to advise them in areas where they 

need help.  This can greatly improve the chances 

of success and result in the development of a 

formal business plan, which will:

Microenterprise Loan Fund

Program graduates will be eligible to apply for 

low-cost ! exible term " nancing, in addition to 

receiving assistance in accessing capital from 

other public and private resources.  

Post-Business Startup Support

A support program can nurture the developing 

microenterprises and strengthen them during 

the startup phase.  Consultation and technical 

assistance will be provided after business 

startup. 

MAP Will Provide You With:

Outline the vision of the entrepreneur/owner 
and state the “business concept”
Identify the market
Identify " nancial needs and goals
Detail the production & employment plan

•

•
•
•

Finger Lakes MAP
PO Box 75
Retsof, NY 14539

Phone: 585-226-1623
Toll Free:  888-379-0371
TTD: 800-545-1833 ext 210
Email:  kenglish@ruralinc.org
Website:  www.roeci.org

For More Information Contact:

This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employ-
er.  To ! le a complain of discrimination, write: USDA, Direc-
tor, Of! ce of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) 
or (202)720-6382 (TDD).  The Enterprise Center is a project of 
Rural Opportunities, Inc., a private, nonpro! t community de-
velopment corporation working to build stronger communities 
in New York, Vermont. Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, In-
diana, Virginia and Puerto Rico. TDD 800-545-1833 ext. 210.
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Using the Internet to

expand your rural business!
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trading cooperative
Þnger lakes Advantages of the Internet

Why participate in the Finger Lakes Trading 
Cooperative?

The Enterprise Center, Inc., a program of Rural 

Opportunities, Inc. established the Finger lakes Trading 

Cooperative to offer new and expanding entrepreneurs 

access to new markets, business training and loan capital.  

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton views this program as a 

way to assist rural area businesses and entrepreneurs 

that heretofore have had dif" culty in accessing new 

markets for their products, proper business training 

and access to capital for the purchase of equipment, 

inventory, real estate and working capital.

The Enterprise Center is looking for partners to expand 

the program throughout the nine county Finger Lakes 

Region.

The Eastman Kodak Company has donated 20 digital 

cameras and a $20,000 grant towards the purchase of 

new computers in support of the program and eBay has 

hosted training sessions highlighted by their popular 

eBay University class to teach participants how to 

market and sell their products on the Internet. 

For more information contact:

Finger Lakes Trading Cooperative
PO Box 75
Retsof, NY 14539

Toll Free: 888-379-0371
TTD: 800-545-1833 ext 210
Email: kenglish@ruralinc.org
Website: www.roeci.org

This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.  To ! le a com-
plain of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Of! ce of Civil Rights, 1400 In-
dependence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD).  The Enterprise Center is a project of 
Rural Opportunities, Inc., a private, nonpro! t community development corporation work-
ing to build stronger communities in New York, Vermont. Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 

24/7 storefront.

Improved customer service.

Access to previously inaccessible markets at a low 
cost.

Keyword searches help your customers " nd your unique 
product.

Time favors e-business growth—upcoming generations 
accept technology as a given.

Small businesses are seizing new opportunities the 
Internet offers.

35% sell on the Internet.

61% purchase goods and services.

80% gather information.

83% use e-mail.

Small businesses with fewer that ten employees bene" t 
the most from being on-line—35% gain 10 to 99 percent 
of current sales directly or indirectly from the Internet.

On average, Web users are upscale (25% have income 
over $80K), professional (50% are professional or 
managerial), and educated (64% have at least college 
degrees).  Approximately, 14% (2.5 million) of Web 
users have purchased products   or services over the 
Internet.      

Assistance entering the world of e-commerce.

Loan of Kodak Digital Camera and Laptop Computer, for 
six months, if needed.

For quali" ed participants, access to loan funds for 
startup and expansion.

Networking with other businesses.

Technical Assistance and Training.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•


